
The sun shone on St Mary’s at the annual 
Summer Fayre. The crowds attending partook in 

a wide variety of exciting stands including a book 
stall, cake stall, bric a brac sales and the ever popular 
bottle stall where prizes ranged from fine wine to 
supermarket cola. The undoubted highlight, in amongst 
the many games on display including penalty-taking, 
tombolas and a coconut shy, was the opportunity to take 
a starfish selfie with St Mary’s bubbly mascot, Salty.
The day raised £2170.26 which will support the 
development of vocational education at St Mary’s.

Outdoor Learning

FIVE STAR FOOD AT ST MARY’S

All the lessons for the pupils were held outside for one 
day on the 18th May. There was bug hunting, waterproof 
tent making, teepee making, creating art with nature and 
making fire to boil water for hot chocolate. All the pupils 
took part and everyone had a great time.
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Photos from Sports day...

We hope you have a 
great summer

from 
St Mary’s

Dear Parents & Carers 

It’s the end of the year – and what a year it has 
been!  We have formally opened the Aspire 

Vocational Centre with the visit of the Countess 
of Wessex, and we were graded good by Ofsted 
for our residential care which further highlights 

the great improvements St Mary’s is making.  And 
very importantly our pupils have once again been 
magnificent.  This termly update shows a fraction 
of what they have been learning and enjoying.  St 
Mary’s is such an active, inspiring place and it has 

been a real pleasure to be part of it for the past 
few years.  On behalf of myself and the IMB I’d 

like to thank all the families, volunteers, governors 
and staff for their support but mainly I’d 

like to thank the children themselves 
for being a constant source of 

inspiration.  
        Amanda 
          

Consultant Principal

The Catering Team at St Mary’s 
have been granted the maximum five star food 
hygiene rating by the Food Standards Agency.

Whilst the school has won the award for the 
past few years, this is the first time the rating 

includes the new café at the Aspire Vocational 
Centre. The café is run by the pupils and 

enables them to gain valuable work experience 
before moving on from St Mary’s.

The Environmental Health officer said that he 
“could find no hygiene issues which is very 

rare.”

Tracie Wilson, Head of the Catering team 
at St Mary’s, said: “We are fortunate to 

have a wonderful team with a wide range of 
qualifications and dietary knowledge, who 
always go the extra mile to ensure the best 
professional service, hygiene and quality.”

Pupils spent the week at 
Hindleap Warren which is 
an outdoor activity centre 
here in Sussex. 
The pupils learnt lots of new skills including making 
a tent, learning how to build a camp and camp fire 
and orienteering.
There were also lots of fun activities including 
archery, zip wire, doing an assault course and 
teepee making. Everyone had a great time and 
came back very tired.

Free sign language sessions 

success

The Countess of Wessex formally opened the Aspire Vocational Centre and had 
the opportunity to see other recent developments at the school including the 
Assessment and Interim Placement Centre and newly refurbished Key Stage 
2 classrooms. The Countess met pupils, staff and governors at St Mary’s and 
enjoyed lunch in the Aspire centre café. Amanda Clugston, Consultant Principal, 
said “All the pupils and staff were very excited by The Countess’ visit with some 
very special memories made and which they will always treasure.”

Summer Fayre

Sandra Skydives for 
St Mary’s

Sandra Matthews, a Health Care Assistant here at St 
Mary’s, skydived to raise money for our summer club 
SMILE. So far she has raised over £300.00.

Thank you to Sandra for taking on such a daring feat 
and thank you to all who have donated.

A big thank you to Pete Forester who raised £117.50 
for SMILE by taking part in the French Revolution Cycle 
ride in northern France.

An evening of fine food, good 
music, outrageous singing and 

lively dancing ended with a profit 
of £1,000 which will go towards the 

SMILE summer scheme.
Thanks must go to the wonderful 

staff at the Trattoria, and Salvatore 
on the piano, for putting on such 
a wonderful show.  We’re also 

grateful to all the local businesses 
who donated prizes including the 
Seafood Brasserie, E H Warford 
Jewellers, Park Holidays, Carr 

Taylor Vineyard, Simon Newbury 
Photography and the Cooden 

Beach Hotel.  And, obviously, huge 
thanks to Gina Selby-Stocker for 

her tireless energy at all times 
during organising and on the 

evening itself.

All money raised on the night – 
through a raffle and auction as 

well as ticket sales – will support 
the St Mary’s summer respite club, 

SMILE.

We’re already looking forward to 
the next Trattoria evening …

£1,000 RAISED FOR SMILE 
AT TRATTORIA EVENT

Ann Whiteman who organised the party then 
asked everyone to be quiet and the pupils 
heard an ice cream van which turned up with 
free ice creams for everyone, with a choice of 
chocolate or strawberry sauce. Everyone had a 
wonderful time and really enjoyed themselves.

The 95th celebration party  started after 
classes finished with disco dancing on the 
terrace and a penalty shoot-out competition 
on the school lawn.

After dinner the fun and games commenced,  
including, hook the duck, hoopla and the 
most popular event, splash the staff. Adam 
Davies, a member of the Care Team, was 
nominated and there was a 
long line of pupils queued up 
to participate. At the end of 
evening, the bucket of water 
was tipped over Adam, who 
had a great time. 

95

 ye
ars of St Mary’s

HINDLEAP WARREN

Bexhill in Bloom 2017 Winners!

Pupils at St Mary’s recently took part in the annual 
“Safety in Action” education event at Bexhill 
Community Fire Station. This year nearly 600 
Primary School Year 6 children from 23 schools in 
the Rother area took part. There is a challenge to 
the event, as after each scenario, the schools were 
each given a mark out of 20. The winner this year 
was St Mary’s School. Organiser Sophie Hepworth, 
Public Health Specialist with ESFRS said “The 
school came out top and the 15 students excelled 
in making the 999 call and were very caring with the 
casuality.”
At morning assembly, their winners certificate was 
presented by David Kemp, Head of Community 
Safety at ESFRS. He said: “Safety in Action 
provides a safe environment for children to learn 
how to avoid dangerous situations and we are 
delighted to be working with local agencies and 
Bexhill Lions Club to deliver the event in the Rother 
area. Congratulations to St Mary’s on winning 
the competition. They clearly showed a real 
understanding of the risks in a variety of situations 
which I’m sure will stay with them.”

Fire safety award

St Mary’s won the 
school competition 
in this year’s Bexhill 
in Bloom. The trophy 
was presented to 
Archie B and Alex T at 
St John’s Church.
The judges congratulated St Mary’s on the hard work 
everyone put in and were impressed on the research 
we had done on “Fairtrade” which was the theme this 
year. They said the displays all around the school were 
wonderful. Next year the theme is to plant a Science 
Garden. Well done and thank you to everyone who took 
part.

Save the date - it’s a knock out!  
Saturday 16th September

On Sunday 3rd 
July two of our 
College pupils 
competed in 
the Westerleigh 
Judokwai Inter-
club and Regional 
Judo Competition. 
Lauren came away 
with a bronze medal and the Spirit of Judo and 
Lewis won a silver medal. Following their success, 
both Lauren and Lewis will be competing in the 
Special Olympics National Summer Games in 
Sheffield from 7th – 12th August. This event is the 
biggest sporting event in GB this year. There will 
be over 2000 athletes competing with the hope of 
becoming medallists and then being selected for 
the World Games in 2019 in Abu- Dhabi. As well 
as the events themselves, pupils take part in the 
swapping of pin badges at the National Games. 
Well done to Lauren and Lewis and good 
luck from everyone at St Mary’s at the 

Special Olympics National Summer 
Games.

Westerleigh Judokwai  
Inter-club and Regional 
Judo Competition success

Last term we were joined for a week 
by Millie, Bex and Declan from Media 
Spaces and they filmed a promotional 
video for us which will be used on our 
new website. We have seen a draft of 
the film and it looks amazing. As soon 
as the post production is finished we 
will send you a link to enable you to 
watch the finished video.

Film crew at 
St Mary’s

Wendy Maylam and her 
team, (Mike Trim, Natalie 
and Barnaby Bear) will be 
ABSEILING DOWN THE 
SPINNAKER TOWER for St 
Mary’s on the 6th August! 

You can sponsor 
them here: https://
mydonate.bt.com/events/
abseilingthespinnaker/444249


